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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF GREAT ELLINGHAM PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON WEDNESDAY 19 MARCH 2014 AT 7.30 PM AT THE RECREATION CENTRE.

Present:  Cllr Betts (Chairman), Ashe, Elvin, Getley, Mellor, Simpson and Mrs Perkins. Eight members of the public and the Clerk to the Council, Mrs E Ground were also in attendance.
14045. Open Forum – an opportunity for any parishioner to speak on Parish matters. The Parish Council were asked when the large pothole on the Hingham road is to be repaired. The Clerk to contact Norfolk County Council. It was also reported that Norfolk County Council Highways have programmed the Hingham road and footway for resurfacing in the coming months.
14046. Apologies for absence.  Apologies were received from Rev’d May and District Cllr Bill Smith.
14047. To declare interests in any items on the agenda. No interests were declared.
14048. To confirm the minutes of the meeting of 19th February and 3 March 2014. These, having been circulated prior to the meeting, were approved, subject to a small amendment to the March minutes, and signed.
14049. To report matters arising not on the agenda.  The Clerk reported that the minutes are now available in the Village Stores, to view on the website, and through the Parish Council mailing list. 
Letters have been sent to the landowners adjacent to the Shruggs Lane bridleway asking if permission has been granted for motorised vehicles to use this track.
Breckland Council were approached to see if there is any funding available for elderly and/or disabled persons; there is not a specific grant for this but a Breckland Officer is to see if any other grants or funding might be available.
Norfolk County Council are to look at the road opposite the Recreation Centre to make the crossing more level for mobility scooters.

The Clerk to go back to County Cllr Jordan to see if anything can be done about the Penhill Road ditch.

14050. To receive the Chairman’s Report. Cllr Betts reported that he had attended the Anglian Water open meeting and that it had been suggested that a list of local builders willing to quote for the drainage work be set up on the village website.
Cllr Betts reported that Ann Milner has stepped down as Chair from the New Build Committee and that a new champion for the project is now needed. Councillors joined Cllr Betts in acknowledging their gratitude for Ann Milner’s huge contribution, not only to the New Build but also to the village as a whole, working with many groups and organisations over the years. 
The purchase of the Crown Public House has now been completed, builders should be starting work in April, and it is hoped that the pub will open in May.
14051. To receive the District Councillor’s Report.  In the absence of the District Cllr there was nothing to report.
14029. PLANNING APPLICATIONS
	Planning ref: 3PL/2014/0170/F

Location: Allards Barn, Deopham Road, Great Ellingham
	
	

	
	
	
	

	Applicant: Mr A Kirby
	
	

	Conversion of redundant barn to residence and office in connection with adjacent use.
The Parish Council objected to this application on the grounds that it lies outside the LDF.
	
	

	Planning ref: 3PL/2014/0124/F

Location: Wayside, Attleborough Road, Great Ellingham

Applicant: Mr and Mrs Wilkins

Demolition of existing house & outbuildings and replacement with new bungalow and detached
garage.
The Parish Council objected to this application due to the loss of privacy and amenity to 

neighbouring properties, due to the fact that the proposed site lies outside the LDF and outside 

of the building line. There were also concerns regarding access for emergency vehicles to the site.
Planning ref: 3PL/2013/1195/F

Location: Town Green Farm, Great Ellingham

Applicant: Mr Graham Puttock

Conversion of redundant outbuilding to form 3 bed dwelling.
The Parish Council objected to this application on the grounds that it lies outside the LDF.


14053. To consider and note correspondence received:
FOR ATTENTION

· Bill Smith – erosion of verges in Great Ellingham. Noted.
· Norfolk Highways Rangers – work to be carried out in Great Ellingham. The Clerk to ask for various works to be carried out, including attention to the layby entrances off the Attleborough Road and clearing out gullies.
· UK power networks – funding available for communities. Noted.
· World War One Heritage grants available from Breckland Council of up to £500. It was suggested that there be a commemorative service to celebrate WW1. The Clerk to get a further quote for work to restore the Church Clock with a view to obtaining funding.
· Motor Sport Consultation Team – consultation re proposal to permit motor sport events to be held on public roads. Noted.
FOR INFORMATION

· Norfolk Constabulary – Attleborough Crime summary

· District Councillors Report

· Bill Smith – Dispensation for conflict of interest – clarifying parish councils’ position.

· Breckland Older Peoples Forum –26 March.

· Breckland Council – Festival on the Farm – Gressenhall 26 July

· Norfolk Constabulary – Tackling hate crime in Norfolk

· Breckland Youth Advisory Board – online survey

14054. To receive the financial statement of the accounts for the year to date. The Clerk, as Responsible Financial Officer, reported on the current financial state. 
     The financial statements, having been circulated prior to the meeting, were approved. 
14055. To approve and agree payment of any invoices received: 
Mrs E Ground – salary & exps - £398.98

HM Revenue & Customs -£96.91

Parish Council insurance - £347.20
Robert Ewin – Annual rent allotments £360

Precision Developments – Stainless steel noticeboard inc installation - £636.00

 Three quotes for Parish Council insurance were received and it was decided to stick with the existing company and to accept a three year discounted fixed price agreement. The above payments were approved and cheques signed.
14056. To appoint the Internal Auditor for the 2014/15 financial year. It was agreed to appoint Anne Barnes as Internal Auditor.
14057. To discuss progress regarding the Community Right to Build Scheme and proposed new village hall. Due to the recent resignation of the Chair and Treasurer the Committee are looking for a new Chairman to champion the project. 

14058. To discuss any updates regarding the possibility of merging West Carr with Great Ellingham.  It was proposed that Cllr Betts write to all residents of West Carr asking them if they wish to merge with Great Ellingham. If a majority votes for this then Cllr Betts will then contact Bill Smith in order to enact the change. The Clerk to include this on the April agenda for discussion.
14059. To discuss quotations received for the installation of the new picnic table and seating. The Clerk had received an offer from a local builder to install the new picnic table and seating free of charge, as an offer to help out the village, so long as this can be installed straight on to the grass. This offer was accepted by Councillors, the Clerk to arrange.
14060. To accept matters of information from Councillors.  It was reported that there is currently no crossing patrol at the school. Resolved: The Clerk to ask for more speed checks through the village.
It was reported that there is a pothole off Long Street opposite the old garden centre.The Clerk to report this to Attleborough Town Council.

The Parish Council noted the sad passing of Ivan Wright, a former Councillor. 
14061. To discuss the Chairman’s urgent business. There was no business under this heading.
14062. To confirm the date of the next meeting as  Wednesday 16th April 2014, to be held at the Recreation Centre commencing at 7.30pm starting with the Annual Parish Meeting followed by the Parish Council Meeting.

This was confirmed and the meeting concluded at approximately 9.11pm. 

